[image: image1.png]Alliance des
musées d’histoire
naturelle du Canada

Alliance of "‘-«‘
Natural History
Museums of Canada





PRESS RELEASE
January 28, 2010
Canada’s natural history museums celebrate 
the 2010 International Year of Biodiversity
OTTAWA – Canadians won’t have to look far for ways to celebrate the International Year of Biodiversity in 2010. Natural history museums, zoos and aquaria across the country are promoting biodiversity awareness through projects ranging from new exhibitions to an organized garlic mustard pull in Ontario. These initiatives are undertaken by the 16 members of the Alliance of Natural History Museums of Canada (ANHMC), a network formed in 2003 to enhance collaboration in areas of research, collections development and education about the natural environment.
“This special year presents a tremendous opportunity for us, as natural history museums, to help Canadians learn more about biodiversity, its importance and the impacts humans have on it,” explains Pauline Rafferty, President of the ANHMC and CEO of the Royal British Columbia Museum. “As museums, we not only collect specimens and artifacts that tell the story of Canada’s biodiversity, but we also interpret this for adults and children alike. We will be among the places Canadians can turn to in 2010 for engaging ways to explore what biodiversity is about.”
The ANHMC’s activities for the International Year of Biodiversity kicked off on January 26 with the launch of a biodiversity public service announcement on YouTube. Major events throughout this year include activities for the grand reopening of the Canadian Museum of Nature in Ottawa on May 22, 2010 (International Biodiversity Day), the Royal Tyrell Museum of Paleontology’s 25th anniversary in Drumheller, Alberta and the launch of the Université de Montréal’s new Centre for Biodiversity, located at the Montreal Botanical Garden, and developed in partnership with Montreal’s Nature Museums.

The Manitoba Museum, the Royal BC Museum and the Nova Scotia Museum of Natural History will launch new exhibitions on biodiversity in their regions. Others are planning special lectures, themed events, interpretive programs for schoolchildren and participation in activities such as the Green Wave, a tree-planting awareness campaign by the Convention on Biological Diversity.  
A complete list of activities at member sites across Canada as well as the YouTube video can be found on the Alliance of Natural History Museums of Canada’s Web site at www.naturalhistorymuseums.ca.
The members of the Alliance of Natural History Museums of Canada are: the Royal British Columbia Museum, Vancouver Aquarium, Royal Alberta Museum, Royal Tyrrell Museum of Palaeontology, Yukon Beringia Interpretive Centre, Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre, Royal Saskatchewan Museum, Manitoba Museum, Royal Ontario Museum, Canadian Museum of Nature, Toronto Zoo, Montreal’s Nature Museums (Biodôme, Insectarium, Botanical Gardens and Planetarium), Redpath Museum (Montreal), New Brunswick Museum, Nova Scotia Museum of Natural History, and The Rooms Provincial Museum, Newfoundland and Labrador. 
These institutions are responsible for preserving the record of Canada’s natural history through time. Together, they safeguard more than 19 million catalogued specimens of plants, animals, minerals and fossils collected over 150 years. A national collections strategy is ensuring that this crucial record is complete and is preserved in perpetuity – an invaluable record of biodiversity in Canada and around the world.
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