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Press release
Canadian Students and Museum Educators Arctic-Bound

Ottawa-Gatineau, July 30, 2009 - Five museum educators are getting their sea legs ready for the excursion of a lifetime when they set sail for the Arctic with 60 youth this summer on an expedition led by Students on Ice (SOI).
These new members of the team are museum staff who plan school programmes in five of the 16 member institutions of the Alliance of Natural History Museums of Canada (ANHMC). The ANHMC and SOI offered the highly successful, national Polar Perspectives 2008 Speakers Series and Youth Forums on northern issues during the International Polar Year.
"This is a very exciting opportunity for five educators from our member museums" says Pauline Rafferty, ANHMC President. "These educators will be able to work on the team to engage youth in a unique, Canadian environment and bring this experience home to share with their own communities."
The successful applicants hail from the Manitoba Museum in Winnipeg, Royal Alberta Museum in Edmonton, Biodôme in Montreal, Nova Scotia Museum of Natural History in Halifax, and New Brunswick Museum in Saint John.
Departing on July 31, from Kuujjuaq in northern Quebec aboard the vessel Polar Ambassador, the 2009 team will explore the northern reaches of Nunavik and southern Baffin Island, Nunavut for close to two weeks. They will return to Ottawa on August 12.
 
“Sixty Canadian and international youth will have the chance to explore a part of the planet that very few ever get to experience – a place that is widely recognized as the planet’s early-warning system for climate change”, said Geoff Green, founder of Students on Ice. This award-winning organization has been taking students on educational, ship-based expeditions to the Arctic and the Antarctic since 2000. 
The group will also include 30 world-renowned scientists, environmentalists and polar educators. Joining them for a second year in a row as a scientific advisor is Dr. Julian Starr, botanist with the Canadian Museum of Nature (CMN) in Ottawa.

“Once again, the Canadian Museum of Nature is pleased to contribute scientific expertise to the Students on Ice expedition help educate and inspire youth about the Arctic,” says Joanne DiCosimo, CMN President and CEO. “Dr. Starr will help them explore the science and beauty of the Canadian North”
For itinerary details and to follow the expedition blog, visit www.studentsonice.com.

For more information about the Alliance of Natural History Museums of Canada, visit www.naturalhistorymuseums.ca.

For information about the Canadian Museum of Nature’s activities and exhibitions, visit www.nature.ca.
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NOTE TO MEDIA: The July 30 expedition launch will take place from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the CMN’s Natural Heritage Building, 1740 Pink Road, Gatineau (Aylmer sector).  Interviews are available as of 11:30 a.m. Speeches begin at noon.
STUDENTS ON ICE is an award-winning organization that provides students from around the world with inspiring educational opportunities at both ends of our Earth and in doing so, helps them foster a new understanding and respect for our planet. 
The CANADIAN MUSEUM OF NATURE is Canada’s natural history and natural science museum. It promotes awareness of Canada’s natural heritage through permanent and travelling exhibitions, public education programmes, active scientific research, the maintenance of a 10-million-specimen collection and a comprehensive web site.

The ALLIANCE OF NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUMS OF CANADA is comprised of 16 member institutions that include natural history museums, a zoo and an aquarium. Members share resources, expertise and experience about collections, research and educational programming.
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